Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Draft Minutes of the meeting held on 19 September 2006

Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Keith Heazle
	Miss Cynthia Wake

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Ms Hattie Llewelyn - Davies
	Mr Mark Wells

	Nr Nick Larkin
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mrs Jill Wright

	Mr George Saunders
	


In Attendance

Mr Adrian Clarke – Broads Projects Co-ordinator

Mr Robert Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services

Mr Nick Sanderson – Head Ranger (Countryside)

1
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Chris Yardley.

2
Appointment of Chairman

The Head of Administration and Committee Services invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Dr Keith Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Dr Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

The Forum passed a vote of thanks to Mr Mark Wells who had been the Chairman since its inception three years ago and who’s drive and energy had done so much to successfully launch the body.

3
Appointment of Vice Chairman

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Graham Downing be appointed as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Mr Graham Downing be appointed as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year.

4
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 June 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

5
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes


(1)
Minute 37: Mr Laurie Ritchie

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that he had left a message for Laurie’s widow concerning this matter but she had not, as yet, come back to him.

It was agreed that nothing should be done until a response was received.

(2)
Minute 37: Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk: Public Consultation by Norfolk County Council

The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that Peter Barber, the Countryside Access Development Officer for Norfolk County Council, had unfortunately been unable to attend the meeting. He had, however, forwarded a message in respect of progress with the draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) and had requested that this should be communicated to members:  

“I am currently making good progress in revising Norfolk County Council's draft ROWIP to reflect the consultation responses and to include an appendix relating to Norfolk County Council PROW protocols and procedures.  I am also restructuring the document to try to make it easier to digest.

I am especially keen to try to embrace the comments submitted by the Broads Local Access Forum and the Broads Authority on 26 January 2006 and 20 February 2006 respectively.  I am trying to ensure that a greater focus on the Broads Area is achieved and that the needs of the area in terms of access improvement and development, are properly addressed. 

To this end I welcome the draft Access Improvement Action Plan to be appended to Norfolk County Council's ROWIP.  I believe that Officers of Norfolk County Council and the Broads Authority already have a good working relationships which have enabled other schemes and projects to be delivered in partnership - Wherryman's Way is a recent example.  I am certain that Wherryman's Way would not have come to fruition without the combined skills, experience, and resources of both authorities.

As you are aware, Norfolk County Council's Local Access Forum will consider the revised draft ROWIP at its meeting on 25 October and will be available for the Broads Local Access Forum at its meeting in December.  I will (hopefully) attend your December meeting to answer questions about the plan.”

The draft Access Improvement Action Plan alluded to in Mr Barber’s message was a substantive item later in the agenda.

(3)
Minute 41: Free Quay – Oulton Broad

The Head of Administration and Committee Services confirmed that he had sent a letter to the Secretary of Oulton Enterprises on the basis set out in the minute.  To date no reply had been received.  Mr Swan confirmed that no progress had been made but that the RNLI had now applied to put another building there.

6
Broadland Flood Alleviation Scheme

Mr Adrian Clarke, Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated members on the Broadland Flood Alleviation Scheme and possible improved access opportunities arising from the forthcoming scheduled programme of works. 

He emphasised the enormous savings which could be made in terms of access improvements if they were done in tendem with BESL works.

At the moment he was focusing on a potential mooring for the disabled and canoe launching facility at Geldeston Locks.

He indicated that he would bring detailed plans of proposed BESL plans to the next meeting when he would give a more formal presentation.  Updated plans would be provided at all subsequent meetings.

The Forum thanked Mr Clarke and looked forward to his input at future meetings.

7
Draft Access Improvement Action Plan


The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside)


together with the attached draft Access Improvement Action Plan for the Broads.  When finalised the Action Plan would be appended to the Norfolk County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan as part of the strategic proposals to improve Rights of Way and Access within the Broads area.  The Forum also considered the draft objectives which were circulated at the meeting.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the draft plan had been produced having regard to, amongst other things, the Local Development Framework (where improving land based access was a stated priority), the Broads Plan and the Best Value Review of Countryside Management.  It had been developed on a valley by valley basis. 


With regard to the draft overall objective it was agreed that “and water” should be added to the statement and that in relation to Objective B this should be amended to include at the end “Staithes and CROW 2000 Open Access Land”.  The fact that this was part of seeking to improve recreation in the Broads from a land based perspective would need to be highlighted.  


The Forum systematically worked through the draft Action Improvement Plan making various amendments and additions.  


RESOLVED


that the Head Ranger (Countryside) submit the amended draft objectives and draft Access Improvement Plan to the BLAF for its next meeting and thereafter with any further amendments to Norfolk County Council for inclusion in its draft ROWIP. 

8
Rights of Way and Footpaths: Update from Working Group

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the meeting scheduled for 6 September had been postponed because he had had to attend another meeting on the Authority’s Whole Valley Approach.  He was hoping to reschedule it as soon as possible.

9
Any Other Matters

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Countryside Agency was holding a series of training workshops for LAF members and officers.  He had attended the previous meeting which was concerned with the running of meetings and it had been very good indeed.

The next workshop was due to take place at Bishop Storford on 15 November 2006 and the theme was making” LAF’s effective”.  Up to a maximum of three members could attend and the closing date for applications was 20 October.  The Head Ranger (Countryside) was hoping to attend.  A further workshop would be held on Thursday 22 February 2007 at the Maltings in Ely.  There was no restriction on numbers.

The Head of Administration and Committee Services undertook to recirculate the notice from the Countryside Agency concerning the workshops.  

10
Date of the Next Meeting 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum was scheduled to take place on Tuesday 12 December at 2pm. 

It was agreed that it would be desirable to hold a meeting somewhere in the southern Broads (possibly Geldeston/Beccles) and precede it with a site visit.  The Head of Administration and Committee Services and the Head Ranger (Countryside) indicated that they would discuss the matter and come forward with proposals.

The meeting concluded at 4.45pm.

Chairman
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